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Applied University: Best Practice Forms of Localization 
of Entrepreneurial Universities ——Analysis of Chinese 
and Western Entrepreneurial Universities through the 
Phenomenon of ‘Taste of Orange Changes with the 
Environment’
FU Ba-jun  CHEN Jiang  
Abstract: Originating from the same theory and practice, Western entrepreneurship universities are flourishing, 
while Chinese entrepreneurship universities are facing difficulties, forming the phenomenon of ‘southern orange 
changes their taste in the north’ in Chinese and Western entrepreneurship universities. The reasons for the success of 
entrepreneurial universities in the West are different, however they all devote themselves to academic upgrading and 
personnel training by means of funds. The main reasons behind the problems of Chinese entrepreneurial universities 
are the lack of independence in decision-making, the lack of incentives for teachers’ transformation and the lack 
of stability in school-running orientation. China's late-developing universities should continue to promote the 
construction of entrepreneurship universities. Instead of relieving the pressure of running funds as the leading goal, 
they should take applied universities as the best practice to localize the entrepreneurial universities. The realization of 
various kinds of entrepreneurial universities in China with innovation spirit and reform courage ultimately depends on 
whether universities have sufficient autonomy in decision-making.
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